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Free Music Notation for Everyone
How music schools can reap the benefits of Open Source and

Free Culture

Federico Bruni

Open Source Days, 2010
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Text Input

Sorry, no GUI!

You write text, LilyPond interprets it and creates the output . . .

. . . just like LATEX
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How it works. . .
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Why it’s special. . .

LilyPond is the Open Source alternative to Finale and Sibelius

Excellent Engraving
Automatic Layout
Flexibility (thanks to Scheme)

Modularity (perfect for large projects)
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. . . and unique!

As it’s text-based, LilyPond has some unique features:

Mix Music and Text
Accessibility
Control Versioning Systems
Web 2.0 applications
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Modern Tablatures
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Unix Philosophy. . .

GUI → Denemo, MuseScore

Books → OpenOffice, Scribus, LATEX

Export → Inkscape, Rosegarden
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Open Content
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Open Libraries

http://www.mutopiaproject.org/

public domain scores typesetted by volunteers
more than 1600 music sheets
permissive free licenses (PD, By, By-Sa)
source file is LilyPond format
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Open Publishing

http://valentin.villenave.info/opera/
http://nicolas.sceaux.free.fr/
http://www.serpentpublications.org/
http://www.theshadylanepublishing.com/
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Web 2.0
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MediaWiki extension

<lilypond>put the notes here. . . </lilypond>
<lilymidi>c4 d e f</lilymidi>

vulnerable to DoS attacks =⇒ Wikipedia cannot use it

Private wikis:

http://oscarvandillen.com/Lilypond
http://freescore.rhizomatik.net/
http://www.wikilivres.info/
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Web Services

PNG generator =⇒ http://lilypondwave.organum.hu/

Database of snippets =⇒ http://lsr.dsi.unimi.it/

Search engine =⇒ http://www.musipedia.org/
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7 reasons to use it

Why conservatories and modern music schools
should adopt LilyPond
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1 - Gratis

Schools and students save money
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2 - Legal

Students won’t have to use pirate copies
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3 - Best Quality

 

Ó����

High quality for publishers and musicians
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4 - Extensible

You can connect LilyPond
to many other open source applications
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5 - Ready for Modern Schools

Once LilyPond was just for classical musicians. . .
. . . the new tablature support brings it to modern musicians
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6 - Open Content

If you want to contribute to the building of Free Culture
you should learn the software used by its community
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7 - Easy to Learn and Teach

Very good documentation and community support. . .
You can teach it without video tutorial or face-to-face lessons
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Summary

LilyPond provides the best quality
LilyPond gives access to p2p production
LilyPond is the only sustainable way for schools

Federico Bruni Free Music Notation for Everyone



img/lily-logo

Software
Web

Schools
Summary

Questions?

http://lilypond.org/
http://www.lilynet.net/

http://identi.ca/group/lilypond
http://gnurag.net/blog/

Federico Bruni Free Music Notation for Everyone

http://lilypond.org/
http://www.lilynet.net/
http://identi.ca/group/lilypond
http://gnurag.net/blog/

	Software
	Web
	Schools
	Summary

